ILA Web Master Report

11/04/08
Web Hosting Renewed
In early October, as the ILA web master, I submitted payment for another year of web hosting for IdahoLibraries.org. This new period of hosting will expire at the end of October 2009.
Domain Name Renewed

I renewed the IdahoLibraries.org domain name in late October, paying us up until March of 2010.

Forums Taken Down

Following the 2008 ILA Annual Conference, I took down the forums on the web site. This feature was requested over a year ago to serve as a place where ILA members could post requests for ride and accommodation sharing related to conference attendance; however, during that time it remained almost completely unused. Having it on the site meant we needed to accommodate user registrations from the general public. That has proven to be a challenge due to spammer activity as well as with users looking for the membership list and even on occasion the LiLI Databases and Idaho Commission for Libraries' web site. 
User Login and Registration Changes
Due to confusion regarding the purpose of the user login and registration, I've moved it from the top navigation of the site, to the lower left hand corner and added wording to it that I hope will clear up confusion regarding its purpose.
Related to that, there have been many people signing up for the web site whom I'm not familiar with. It can be difficult to identify ILA officers given the web site registration info. Because of this, I've instituted a process whereby registrants, as part of the registration, must submit a short rationale email to me prior to having their account turned on.

Improving Web Experience for New ILA Officers

I'm in ideas for improving the transition and training of new ILA Officers in regards to the web site. If you have ideas, or simply feedback to share, I'd love to hear about how I might make it easier for new ILA Officers to use the web site.
Respectfully Submitted,

Michael Samuelson

