PUBLIC LIBRARY DIVISION REPORT
The Public Library Division of the Idaho Library Association (ILA) held its annual meeting on October 3rd, 2008 in conjunction with the ILA conference held in Idaho Falls.  Forty nine people attended the meeting.  
· Division Chair, Anne Hankins, opened the meeting and distributed information about workshops pertaining to health care planning for the end of life.

· Bette Ammon reported that the Standards Committee plans to have their draft report ready by January 2009. 

· A short discussion about hand guns in public libraries was held to alert people about the legal issues involved with weapons in libraries.

· Frank Nelson, Idaho Commission for Libraries southern Field Office Representative, spoke about the need for public libraries to become more aware of and connected to school libraries. He would like us to begin thinking of how we can work with principles and teachers to provide better services for everyone.
Anne Hankins asked the group to break into four smaller groups to identify major issues facing public libraries, and to suggest topics for the next ILA conference. The issues and suggestions are listed below in no order of importance.
Issues:

1. Underage children left in the library

2. Libraries used as day care centers

3. How quiet should libraries be? How do we achieve quiet in today’s world
4. Funding issues – urban renewal and tax problems
5. Challenges to library materials – censorship and intellectual freedom

6. Salary issues – equity of city vs. county or district wages

7. Legal issues – in particular, pushing the legislature to move from 66 2/3% to 60% or less to pass bond levees. 

8. House Bill #599 – businesses not required to pay property tax

9. Keeping up with legal issues in the profession

10. Staffing

11. Growth

12. Using space to its fullest potential

13. Programs in small libraries – finding ways to expand

Conference Topic Suggestions:

1. Trading spaces – what to do to perk up older libraries

2. What have Idaho libraries already done to renovate

3. Exhibits in libraries – how to locate and connect with them

4. Digitization/preservation

5. Property taxes
6. Teens and Youth Services programming

7. Funding

8. Store Front branch options

9. Teen group panels to discuss what teens want in the library

10. Computer Instructor Classes  (Annie from Nampa volunteered to do this workshop)

11. Outreach and bookmobiles – large vs. small libraries (Judy Dewey volunteered to help with this workshop.)

12. Grant writing

13. Paraprofessional s moving toward professional status – scholarships and pointers on how to move ahead.
14. How to talk to legislators

15. Policies

16. Marketing programs and databases

17. Standards/values

18. Children’s Programs – collection development (contact Vivian Milius at Madison P.L.)
19. English as a Second Language and new Americans – how does it fit, demographics

Anne Hankins introduced Ann Nichols as the incoming elected Chair of the Public Libraries Division of the Idaho Library Association. 
Contact information for Ann Nichols:

Ann Nichols

East Bonner County Free Public Library District

1407 Cedar St.

Sandpoint, ID 83864

208-263-6930 ext. 257

ann@ebcl.lib.id.us
The next full meeting of the ILA public library division will be held at the ILA conference in Burly, ID in 2009. 

The next board meeting for ILA will be November 14th at the Boise Public Library in Boise, ID.

