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The February PNLA Board meeting was used primarily as a strategic planning session to help the board focus on the best direction for the association. The state/provincial reps were asked to  gather  the following information:
· Leadership contact information

· Plans/Missions/Goals

· Membership numbers by category

· Member demographics

· Programs (Continuing education, public relations)

· Interest/subgroups
Since I was not able to attend this board meeting, Mary DeWalt volunteered to help get this information together. Most of it is posted on the ILA webpage, but for some, we will need some help. President Kathy Watson expressed to me that PNLA is “looking for ways to strengthen the bond of community throughout the libraries of our provinces and states,” recognizing that difficult financial times make things harder and require more creative ways to get people together.  In order to connect with our far-flung colleagues, PNLA will sponsor up to $500 for promotion of PNLA and its programs at annual meetings for each state and province. The board also requested that the state and provincial organizations identify “shared interests” – what is the best way to compile a list of those?
Plans are being finalized for PNLA’s Centennial Anniversary conference in Missoula, Montana, August 5-7, 2009 “A century of cooperation, a legacy of leadership”. Details are now posted, along with online registration at: http://www.pnla.org/. The 2010 annual conference is slated for the elegant Empress Hotel in Victoria which will be a combined Washington Library Association/PNLA conference.
