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October 1, 2008 Board Meeting
Overview of the LibIdaho List:

· 637 members

· 352 email addresses have been blacklisted as Spammers
· List archives currently go back to June 2007

· Liesl Seborg and Tamra Hawley-House are moderators of the e-list

There are a few issues that remain pertaining to the list and its functionality.  The first is our list archives.  Efforts with ALA staff failed last spring and I have not resumed my efforts to obtain and make accessible the archives until this week.  On September 16, I requested that Jack Vant at BSU burn the archives to CD so that I may follow up directly on the archive transfer.  I may even be able to post our archives without ALA’s assistance.  

There has been recent discussion on the ALA board and the LibIdaho lists about political speech on the list because of the 501(c)(3) status.  Gina Persichini, our ALA representative and inspired personage, explored this discussion on Idaho’s behalf and forwarded the resulting emails to me.  The question pertains primarily to restriction on 501(c)(3) organizations from political speech not lobbying.
Here is some information I found most relevant to this discussion in an email by Melora Ranney Norman, councilor-at-large.

Political and Lobbying Activities

Political activities and legislative activities (commonly referred to as lobbying) are two different things and are subject to two different sets of rules. The rules depend on several issues:

The type of tax-exempt organization (different rules apply to private foundations than to other section 501(c)(3) organizations),

The type of activity (political or lobbying) at issue,

The scope or amount of the activity conducted, and

The consequences of exceeding the given set of limitations.

Updated:  May 14, 2008

http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=120703,00.html
The Restriction of Political Campaign Intervention by Section 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Organizations

Under the Internal Revenue Code, all section 501(c)(3) organizations are absolutely prohibited from directly or indirectly participating in, or intervening in, any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for elective public office.

http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=163395,00.html
Lobbying

In general, no organization may qualify for section 501(c)(3) status if a substantial part of its activities is attempting to influence legislation (commonly known as lobbying).  A 501(c)(3) organization may engage in some lobbying, but too much lobbying activity risks loss of tax-exempt status. . . . 

Organizations may, however, involve themselves in issues of public policy without the activity being considered as lobbying.  For example, organizations may conduct educational meetings, prepare and distribute educational materials, or otherwise consider public policy issues in an educational manner without jeopardizing their tax-exempt status.

http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=163392,00.html
I do not see that this is a problem on our list but do believe that it is something I need to moderate.  I am unsure whether we want to make a change to the list policy as it does not appear that we are having true political speech as defined above.
On a lighter note, the interface of the ALA lists has changed since my last report, but it is user friendly and adheres, for the most part, to the moderator guidelines and procedures I created for the previous interface.  One of the new features is the ability to blacklist spam e-mailers so they are automatically rejected by the list software.  This function has eased the number of emails needing moderation each day considerably.
Tamra Hawley-House continues to be the backup moderator for me.  

I have changed libraries and am now at the Hidden Springs Branch of the Ada Community Library system.  I informed Michael Samuelson of this change and he has made the change on ILA’s site to reflect my new contact information.
As always, it is a pleasure to work with you to keep the Idaho Library Community connected.

Respectfully submitted, 

Liesl Seborg

LibIdaho Moderator/Privileged Owner
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