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Memo

To:
ILA Executive Board
From:
Jillian Subach
Date:
October 31, 2008
Re:
Legislative Committee Report for November 2008 Board Meeting
Business:
· Grants
WalMart – Strengthening Library Services for Youth in Idaho.   The grant has been awarded (and notification appeared in the last Board report).  However, the timeline for kicking off the program and accepting the mini-grant applications from ICFL has been pushed back to late November.  The plan is to hold a media event in late November, before going forward with the grant program.  Details on how the grant works will be provided by ICFL.
· Legislative Day 2009
It was decided that Wednesday, January 21, 2009 – would be the date for celebrating Legislative Day in Idaho.  We will be presenting the legislators with a packet of materials including a free gift book and information about our programs and services.  The book this year will be The Big Read title – The Maltese Falcon.  The packets will be assembled and delivered to the legislator’s mailboxes that day, as we are unable to host our traditional breakfast due to the construction at the Capitol.  John Watts and I will work to organize a lunch for key JFAC members that day, as well as make office visits to as many legislators as we can.  We encourage all librarians to write or call their legislators on that day, and if they can be available for office visits in Boise, to let me know so that we can coordinate it for them.
· Bills/Issues for 2009 Legislative Session
The ILA Board agreed (at the October 2008 Annual Board meeting) that our top three priorities going into the 2009 Legislative session would be:

· Read To Me – continued funding

· Election Reform

· Library Bonding Limits

     Per usual, we will respond to any legislation that comes up during the session that would adversely affect libraries in this state.  

· ILA Annual Conference Legislative Panel Review
John Watts invited three legislators to be part of the panel program on Friday, October 3, at the Shilo Inn in Idaho Falls.  The guests included Rep. Del Raybould, Sen. Steven Bair, and Rep. Dennis Lake.  These gentlemen were asked questions gleaned from Idaho librarians about their legislative issues and concerns going into 2009, and prepared in advance by Watts.  The questions included issues of bonding and levy capacity, non-concealed guns in libraries, Read To Me funding, and election reform.  The discussion was lively and informative, and we had at least 80 people in attendance.  We reminded the library community of the importance of knowing and working with local legislators, as so much of our budget and operations are affected by state regulations and appropriations.
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