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Memo

To:
ILA Executive Board
From:
Jillian Subach and Ellie Dworak
Date:
January 9, 2009
Re:
Legislative Committee Report for January 21st Board Meeting
Business:
· WalMart Grant presentation
· WalMart officially awarded the Idaho Commission for Libraries (ICFL), via the Idaho Community Foundation (ICF), the check for the $100,000 grant they received this year.  The ceremony was held on December 9th at the Boise Public Library, and several key representatives from ILA, ICF, WalMart, and ICFL attended, along with our First Lady, Lori Otter and our ILA lobbyist John Watts.  Ms. Otter read to a group of students after the presentation, and she stressed the importance of reading to and with kids every day.  The grant is entitled Strengthening Library Services for Youth in Idaho and it will be used to provide mini-grants to various public libraries across the state wishing to provide new and enhanced programs and services for youth, ages 0-18.  
· Idaho Library Legislative Day 2009
· Plans are underway for a celebration of Idaho Library Legislative Day on Tuesday, January 20th.  Informational packets will be delivered to every legislator that day.  Those packets include a welcome letter from the legislative co-chairs, informational pieces about the Read To Me program and 2009 budget request, and a copy of The Maltese Falcon paperback and book discussion CD (the Big Read title for 2009). 
· The Legislative Luncheon will be held at 12 noon, January 20th, at Cool Hand Luke’s in downtown Boise.  All JFAC members will be invited to the lunch, along with librarians in their district, the legislative co-chairs, and John Watts.  A short presentation will be given to those gathered about Read To Me.  We will also present the Legislator of the Year Award to Senator Brent Hill at this luncheon. 
· Individual meetings with legislative leadership will be attended by Susan Tabor-Boesch (ILA President), Jillian Subach, Ellie Dworak, and John Watts (ILA lobbyist). John will organize the meetings with the House and Senate leadership and key influential members of the legislature on Tuesday, Jan 20th, throughout the day as legislators are available.
· Librarians across the state will be invited and encouraged to contact their legislators to say hello, thank them for their support, and to inform them about the importance of our issues this year.  Information about our 2009 issues will be found on the ILA website and in an email forthcoming to libIdaho.  
·    New Legislative Co-Chair
Ellie Dworak, Web Services Librarian at Boise State University Library, offered to join the Legislative Committee as the new co-chair.  John Watts and Jillian Subach met with Ellie and discussed the chair position, as well as the needs of ILA and the legislative climate this year.  Pending ILA Board approval, Ellie will join us officially.  You will see her name on some correspondences – those which are appropriate and do not interfere with here job at the college.  Ellie has provided contact information on the Legislative Committee page of the ILA website, and she will be doing the job duties of this position from home in her free time.  Welcome Ellie, and thank you in advance for the work you’ll be doing for ILA.
· Bills to be addressed during the 2009 Legislative session:

· Read to Me Campaign
The first phase of the Read to Me expansion was fully funded at $335,500 during the 2008 legislative session. A huge thank you is due to First Lady Lori Otter for all her support and care for bringing attention and funding to this program.  This year, we requested the remaining $652,100 to continue the program expansion, but due to State budget cuts across the board, we were told to expect $0.  Our lobbyist, John Watts, met with the Governor’s budget office to negotiate for part of the original budget request, and that figure will be available after January 12th.  We will continue to advocate for this program, with the help of librarians across the state, particularly those working in the districts represented by JFAC members.  Ann Joslin provided the plans for the proposed funding from the 2009 RTM request below:

· books and educational materials for participating libraries to

distribute to parents and kids through First Book and Jump Start

(kindergarten registration) programs,

· minigrants of $5,000 for 70 public libraries to establish or

expand early literacy programs, and

· a school library consultant to help school-public library

collaboration on early literacy programs.

· Library Bonding Capacity Limits
The ILA Legislative Committee/John Watts is working with Senator Brent Hill to redraft HB 679 from last year that increases the bonding capacity of public libraries.  This measure would allow libraries across the state to assess their own bonding capacity status (presently only 4/10ths of 1% of the district’s assessed property value).  Jan Wall provided thorough documentation on the construction and renovation costs incurred by Idaho libraries in the last decade, and this information will be made available as support for the bill.  We hope to recruit House Representative Del Raybould to lend support to this process along with Senator Brent Hill.  
· Election Reform

John Watts met with the Secretary of State’s office and he is currently working on our issues related to election reform.  Everything we have been seeking from last year remains in tact including a smooth transition for district board members, state paying for election expenses, we control the language of any levy or bonding question and the public notices, etc. 
· Library District Dissolution 
Jan Wall drafted new language for the Idaho Code that provides for the dissolution of library districts.  That language has been reviewed by John Watts and Senator Tim Corder, and is being reviewed by members of the library Boise Basin Library District who were affected by the recent attempt to dissolve their district.  Senator Corder is offering his support of this proposed change in legislation.  A few key changes provide clear language that gives county commissioners the option of holding hearings on a petition to dissolve a district, taking public testimony and optionally dismissing the petition with no election or calling for the lection based upon public sentiment at the hearing.  Presently it seems unclear whether or not county commissioners can dismiss the petition or have to hold a dissolution hearing. 
· Next Steps:
· Everyone: please read your email daily over the next several weeks, and kindly respond promptly to any message from Jilllian and/or Ellie related to legislative matters. Having a lobbyist to help us get positioned is important, but grassroots, hometown librarians talking to ”their” legislators will win the day everytime!!! 
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