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To:
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From:
Erin Hasler and Jillian Subach
Date:
April 8, 2008
Re:
Legislative Committee Report for April (2008) Board Meeting
Business:
· Legislative Breakfast 2008
· Virtual Legislative Day: 
Virtual Legislative Day (Thursday January 10th) was a success! Many librarians contacted their legislators to let them know about the ILA packets that were being delivered to their mailboxes at the Capitol Annex that morning and to raise awareness about the Read to Me program.  The packets included a copy of My Antonia (The Big Read selection for this year), a discussion guide and CD for My Antonia, and various pieces of information about Read To Me.  
· Many librarians reported an almost immediate response from their legislators
· Legislative Luncheon:
Held Thursday January 10th for ILA Board members and legislators on the JFAC and Education committees. We had an excellent turnout with 17 out of 23 legislators showing up. The main focus of the luncheon was the $335,500 Read To Me appropriation (which did pass both chambers and was signed into law!!!)  The luncheon was held at the Spaghetti Factory in downtown Boise and twelve public librarians were also in attendance for this event.

There was a great deal of interest generated among legislators with regards to LiLI-ABE (LiLI eAudiobook Collection)
· Individual meetings with legislative leadership were attended by Susan Tabor-Boesch (ILA in-coming president), Erin Hasler, Jillian Subach, and John Watts (ILA lobbyist).  Susan was able to show several legislators how to get accounts for Net Library and to download audio books for their listening pleasure.  

All meetings went very well. Legislators were receptive and concerned. 
· Legislative Receptions:
Boise Public Library hosted a legislative reception on February 20th.  They had six legislators in attendance (Rep.Black, Rep. Pasley-Stuart, Rep. Bock,  Rep. Killen, Rep. Durst, And Rep. King), as well as Kevin Booe ( Boise Public Library Director), Vicki Kreimeyer, (Adult Services Mamager) junior BPL Library Board member Diedre Nelms, Library Board of Trustee President Jim Thompson and Trustee Marc Johnson,  and Jillian Subach.  Items discussed included the Boise Library expansion, RTM, and various questions about library service posed by the guests.  Light refreshments were served.
· Bills worked on during the 2007 session:

· Read to Me Campaign
Success!! The first phase of the Read to Me expansion was fully funded at $335,500. This was a summer, fall and winter long effort that involved many librarians, the ILA legislative committee and our lobbyist. A huge thanks is due to the First Lady Lori Otter and we should recognize her effort this summer or fall at our ILA conference. (We may want to consider her being one of our keynote speakers in 2008). 

· HB 679 Library Bonding Capacity Limits
The ILA Legislative committee worked with the ICFL Law Review Task Force and agreed this measure would only be printed this year allowing libraries across the state to assess their own boding capacity status (presently only 4/10ths of 1% of the district’s assessed property value) and collect data to determine the state wideness of the issue and the exact amount of increase that would be most beneficial. The printed bill is asking for an increase up to 2%. 
· HB 579 allows a vote of the people to reduce any district vote by up to 10%. For two years now the ILA legislative committee and lobbyist have fought off this negative legislation. Special thanks goes Senator Brent Hill  (R) Rexburg for being solidly behind ILA and working with us to holding these measures in his committee.
· Next Steps:
· Read to Me: now is the time to start working on building a solid case (using this year’s statistics) for the second phase of the RTM expansion. 
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