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Memo

To:
ILA Executive Board
From:
Jillian Subach and Ellie Dworak
Date:
April 3, 2009
Re:
Legislative Committee Report for April 17th Board Meeting
Business:
· WalMart Grant awards from ICFL
· Idaho commission for Libraries selected 14 recipients for the WalMart grant money earlier this year.  For details on winning libraries, please contact the ICFL.  
· Idaho Library Legislative Day 2009
· Idaho Library Legislative Day was celebrated on Tuesday, January 20th.  Informational packets were delivered to every legislator that day.  Those packets included a welcome letter from the legislative co-chairs, informational pieces about the Read To Me program and 2009 budget request, and a copy of The Maltese Falcon paperback and book discussion CD (the Big Read title for 2009).  Thank you to Mary Dewalk and Erin Hasler for their help with ordering the books for the legislative packets.
· The Legislative Luncheon was held at 12 noon, January 20th, at Cool Hand Luke’s in downtown Boise.  All JFAC members were invited to the lunch, along with librarians in their district, the legislative co-chairs, and John Watts.  A short presentation was given to those gathered about Read To Me.  We had 10 legislators and approximately 10 librarians in attendance .  Several librarians left notes that morning on the floor for various legislators, reminding them of the luncheon, and that caused several of them to come, and several others to write personal notes back to thank us for the nice invitation.  Good tip from John Watts!
· Individual meetings with legislative leadership were attended by Susan Tabor-Boesch (ILA President), Jillian Subach, Ellie Dworak, Bette Ammon (incoming President) and John Watts (ILA lobbyist). John organized the meetings with the House and Senate leadership and key influential members of the legislature on Tuesday, Jan 20th, throughout the day.
· Legislative Day duties checklist was created by Ellie Dwork and Jillian Subach, with the hope of passing detailed information on to future legislative chairs.  This list will also serve to help ILA members and librarians around the state who wish to learn whether or not they can/should attend various legislative events.
· Update on legislation in the 2009 Legislative session:
· Read to Me Campaign
At this point, there has been no mention of funding being granted to this project.  Legislators listened to the ILA presentation at the Legislative Day luncheon and during the private legislative visits, but all expressed regret that this important program would likely not receive the requested funds this year.  
· Library Bonding Capacity Limits
HB 160 cleared both the House and the Senate, and awaits the signature of the Governor.  This bill allows libraries to bond for up to 1% in stead of .04%, increasing the amount of money they can raise to build or improve library buildings.  This is our political victory this year – thank you to John Watts for his efforts, and to Jan Wall and many other ICFL staff for doing the research necessary to collect numbers and figures to support our cause.
· Election Reform

All election reform efforts expired in the Senate State Affair committee.  No success in achieving consensus this year.
· Library District Dissolution 
SB 1060 has been taken to the House Revenue and Taxation committee, where it will likely pass into oblivion.  Senator Corder worked hard to sponsor and support this bill, and Jan Wall will send him a thank you letter for his care and efforts.
· National Library Legislative Day 
· Our national legislative lobby day is recognized on Tuesday, May 12, 2009.  Previously, at least one person from ILA has traveled to Washington D.C. to meet with our Idaho leaders, to share our success, issues, and concerns from a federal level.  This year, it has been proposed that we cut back on our budget by making visits to the local offices of our national legislators.  Ann Joslin mentioned that ALA – Washington Office puts out various legislative briefs every year, from which state delegates can choose to mention to their respective legislators.  Those topics may not yet be produced for this year, but Ann suggested going over the ones from 2008 as a starting point.  She mentioned that LSTA funding is usually a priority, and a useful thing to cover.  Ellie Dworak suggested creating talking points with the material we determine to be most useful, and making sure that librarians all over the state have access to those point.  More discussion on how best to celebrate this at a local level will come up at the meeting.
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