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It’s been a while since the last Intellectual Freedom committee report, so I have a bit of news.
Two book challenges took place in Idaho during the past year. The first concerned the Nampa Public Library and the books, “The Joy of Gay Sex” and “The New Joy of Sex.” The Joy of Gay Sex was unsuccessfully challenged in 2006 by Randy Jackson (with much support from the Idaho Values Alliance). Mr. Jackson continued to fight against the inclusion of these books in the library collection and in 2008 brought a new challenge before the library board. The board first decided to remove the books from circulation pending a decision. In June 2008 the library board voted (3-2) to permanently place the books in the library director’s office, where they would only be available on request. The board also voted (3-2) to restrict minor’s access to any future library materials that have graphic sexual illustrations meeting the state definition of “harmful to minors.” On September 9, 2008, the library board reversed its earlier decisions after receiving a letter from the ACLU threatening a lawsuit. The board agreed to reverse its decisions as a matter of fiscal responsibility to avoid costly litigation. Mr. Jackson said he was disappointed by the reversal but respect the board’s decision to avoid a lawsuit.
The second challenge took place at the Shoshone Public Library concerning, “The Color Purple” by Alice Walker. On July 31, a parent challenged the book’s inclusion on a recommended reading list in her daughter’s 11th grade English class. The parent objected to graphic details of sexual encounters as “not positive, socially acceptable, or information of benefit to a student.” The book was retained by the director until a board meeting could be held. On August 26th, the board voted unanimously to keep the book on the adult fiction shelves. Director Pat Hamilton said that role playing for book challenges by the library board and staff was a great help.
This will be my last year as chair of the Intellectual Freedom committee. Deborah Babbitt, of the Nampa Public Library, has agreed to take over as chair. Given her enthusiasm for intellectual freedom and her experience with actual book challenges (see above) I think she will make an excellent IF chair!
