Idaho Library Association
Annual Business Meeting

Civic Center, Nampa, Idaho

October 4, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 3:15 p.m., by Tamra Hawley-House.
Thanking Conference Committee Members and Board 

Hawley-House thanked everyone who helped make the conference possible.  
- Annie Adamson and Elaine Leppert Conference Co-Chair
- Sue Walker, Exhibits Chair

- Jody Vestal, Local Arrangements Chair

- Steve Poppino, Treasurer 
- Dylan Baker, Conference Webmaster
- Philip Homan for arranging programs for the Academic Libraries Division

- Pam Juel for arranging programs for the Education Media Division

- Awards Committee Chair, Karen Tate Pettinger and Jeanne Farnworth, Susan Marple, and Kelly Lerum committee members.
- Corporate Sponsors:  Bibliographic Center for Research (BCR), Caxton Press and Highsmith, Inc., and Mary Brown of the Albertson College of Idaho Bookstore

- Idaho Book Awards Committee Chair, Ruth Funabiki and the committee members.

Welcome of Special Guest

Hawley-House welcomed special guest, Dr. Loriene Roy, ALA President 2007-08.  Dr. Roy thanked the Conference Planning Committee for planning such a wonderful conference.  She encouraged ILA members to participate in ALA activities.
Highlights of Past Year’s Efforts of the Association

Hawley-House thanked all the Board members, committee chairs, and committee members for a very successful year for the Association.
Technology

The website found at www.idaholibraries.org has received a total makeover. Thanks to our webmaster extraordinaire, Michael Samuelson, for his vision and expertise in redesigning the entire site. Using Drupal, an open source product, we have officially joined the ranks of Web 2.0. Board members have access to upload reposts and documents and post relevant information to the association’s blog. 

The listserv, Lib-Idaho, was moved from a BSU server to one hosted by the American Library Association. This move allows ILA and the greater library community, the ability to use this communication tool for lobbying, legislation and other library related issues. The association would like to thank Dan Lester for dreaming up Lib-Idaho, creating the list serve and monitoring it for all these years. We would also like to thank BSU for hosting it.  Special thanks to Gina Persichini and Ann Joslin for working with ALA to allow us to move the listserv to a server hosted by ALA.
Continuing Education
The 2006 annual ILA conference was held in Moscow.  It proved to have the best attendance for an ILA annual conference held in that region.  Special thanks to Cathy Gray, Conference Chair; Barbara Greever and Ruth Funabiki, Local Arrangement Chairs; Linnea Marshall, Exhibits Chair; Lynne Bidwell, Conference Webmaster; Tom Ivie, Technology Guru and several others who worked to make a successful conference.

Four regional conferences were held in the spring with 390 people attending. Numerous sessions provided a wealth of information. Thanks to the conference chairs Ben Hunter, Sue Walker, Steve Poppino, Valerie Stohl and their committees for providing these educational opportunities throughout the state.

There are 200 people registered for this conference.  The final numbers aren’t in yet, but it is shaping up to be a very successful conference.  Annie Adamson, Elaine Leppert and the Conference Planning Committee have done a great job.

Legislative Efforts
The 2007 legislative session was a very busy one, particularly for ILA advisor and lobbyist John Watts and legislative co-chairs Erin Hasler and Larry Almedia. 

Larry Almeida joined Ann Joslin in Washington D.C. for ALA National Library Legislative Day in May 2007.

The Idaho Legislative Breakfast was held on January 11, 2007 amidst a snowstorm. Along with an information packet, each legislator received the book P is for Potatoes. 60 legislators attended and 35 had their photo taken as part of the “read” poster campaign. A huge thanks to Mary DeWalt, for thinking of this idea and for sharing the computer software and to Anne Abrams for her photography and leadership. The association would like to thanks the Ada Community Library for hosting the event.

Partnerships

In addition to our affiliation with ALA and PNLA and attendance at their meetings by ALA Councilor, Gina Persichini and PNLA Representative Anne Abrams, here are some specific things ILA has been a part of this year:

Sandra Shropshire attended a State Level Telecommunications Policy preconference at ALA.


PNLA Leadership Institute participants from Idaho for the October 2006 program: Mary DeWalt coordinator; Mentor: Steve Poppino; Participants: Jody Vestal, Cherie Rendler, Therese Borgerding, Marcia J Courtney, Renee Hawkley, Kathy Watson, Diane B Rice, 

Presentation / First Reading of Resolutions

Motions to endorse the resolutions will be brought forth at tomorrow’s business meeting.
  
Resolution # 1

Sandra Shropshire, on behalf of the Legislative Committee, presented the ICFL resolution.
WHEREAS the Idaho Commission for Libraries serves as a catalyst for development of all libraries in Idaho; and

WHEREAS the Idaho Commission for Libraries’ budget determines its ability to help build the capacity of libraries to better serve their clientele and affects the quality of library services throughout the State; and

WHEREAS the FY09 budget request includes funding for maintenance of current operations and $1,169,500 to expand Read To Me, the statewide early literacy project for public libraries and their community partners, over the next two years; and

WHEREAS the Read to Me program strengthens the role of public libraries in working with parents, schools, and other community partners to help young kids become good readers;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Idaho Library Association support the Idaho Commission for Libraries’ budget request for state fiscal year 2009.
Resolution # 2

Gina Persichini, on behalf of the Intellectual Freedom Committee and ALA Council, presented the Resolution on the Use and Abuse of National Security Letters.
RESOLUTION ON THE USE AND ABUSE OF 
NATIONAL SECURITY LETTERS

On the Need for Legislative Reforms to Assure the Right to Read Free of Government Surveillance

WHEREAS, the American Library Association (ALA) is committed to preserving the  
       privacy rights of all persons in the United States, especially library users and library 
       employees; and

WHEREAS, the freedom of thought is the most basic of all freedoms and is inextricably 
       linked to freedom of inquiry; and freedom of inquiry can be preserved only in a 
       society in which privacy rights are rigorously protected; and

WHEREAS, ALA reiterates its opposition to any proposal or actions by government that 
       suppresses the free and open exchange of knowledge and information or that 
       intimidates individuals exercising free inquiry; and

WHEREAS, certain statutes authorized by Congress provide the Federal Bureau of 
       Investigation (FBI) authority to use National Security Letters (NSLs), a form of 
       administrative subpoena issued without judicial oversight or adequate judicial 
       review; and

WHEREAS, NSLs can be used by the FBI to obtain an individual’s most personal 
       information, including financial records, credit records, telecommunication records, 
       and Internet use records, including library Internet use records, without ever 
       notifying the individual; and

WHEREAS, the laws authorizing the use of NSLs automatically impose a permanent 
       nondisclosure or “gag” order on any recipient of an NSL, making it illegal for 
       individuals or organizations to ever reveal that they have been asked to provide 
       records or information to the FBI and requiring NSL recipients to risk fines and 
       imprisonment in order to report any abuse of government authority, abrogating the 
       recipients’ First Amendment rights; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Justice’s Office of the Inspector General (OIG) reported 
       it found that the FBI had engaged in widespread and serious abuses of its authority to 
       use NSLs. These abuses include significantly understating the number of NSLs used 
       by the FBI in the classified reports given to Congress; using NSLs to collect 
       consumer information, a practice that is prohibited by statute; and using 
       exigent\letters (requests to provide information prior to the issuance of an actual NSL 
       or subpoena) to circumvent the requirements of the NSL statute and to obtain 
       information in the absence of any duly authorized investigation; and

WHEREAS, the FBI collects and shares vast amounts of information derived from NSLs 
      with local, state, and federal law enforcement and intelligence agencies, foreign 
      governments, and, pursuant to executive order, “appropriate private sector entities”;  
       and

WHEREAS, the FBI attempted to use an NSL to obtain library users’ records from the 
       Library Connection in Windsor, Connecticut; and

WHEREAS, FBI Director Robert Mueller caused classified written testimony to be 
       provided to the Senate Judiciary Committee on March 30, 2007, concerning other 
       instances when FBI agents may have used NSLs to obtain information from libraries 
       about library users; and

WHEREAS, the FBI’s documented abuse of its NSL authorities indicates that 
       information about library users may be misused and disclosed in a manner contrary 
       to law and professional ethics; and

WHEREAS, the use of NSLs strips members of the public, including librarians, of their 
       fundamental First Amendment rights; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the American Library Association condemns the use of National 
       Security Letters to obtain library records; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the American Library Association urges Congress to pursue 
       legislative reforms in order to provide adequate protection for each library user’s 
       Constitutional right to be free from unwarranted and unjustified government 
       surveillance, including:

· Judicial oversight of National Security Letters (NSLs) requiring a showing of individualized suspicion and demonstrating a factual connection between the individual whose records are sought by the FBI and an actual investigation;

· Elimination of the automatic and permanent imposition of a nondisclosure or “gag” order whenever an NSL is served on an individual or institution;

· Allowing recipients of NSLs to receive meaningful judicial review of a challenge to their NSL without deferring to the government’s claims;

· Increased oversight by Congress and the Office of the Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Justice over NSLs and FBI activities that implicate the First Amendment; and

· Providing for the management, handling, dissemination and destruction of personally identifiable information obtained through NSLs; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the ALA communicates this resolution to the Offices of the President 
       and Vice President, Congress, ALA members, and state chapters; and that ALA  
       urges its members, state chapters, and all library advocates to ask Congress to restore 
       civil liberties and correct the abuse and misuse of National Security Letters.

Adopted unanimously by the Council of the American Library Association
Wednesday, June 27, 2007
Washington, D.C.

State Librarian Presentation – Ann Joslin
2020 Vision
Idaho’s “2020 Vision” planning process identified the need to effectively reach Digital Natives with library services. As part of that effort, ICFL retained a research firm to conduct focus groups with digital natives. 117 people ages 12 to 25 participated and explained how they get and use information and what they think about libraries. The report’s findings will help library staff and trustees   provide relevant services to this generation. http://libraries.idaho.gov/files/default/2007-digital-native-rpt.pdf
E-Branch in a Box

ICFL’s “E-Branch in a Box,” designed to help libraries create and maintain a strong web presence, has been extremely popular. Currently, 74 public and 5 school libraries are using the service. More are expected to sign on after another set of basic and advanced training workshops are held in October.

Gates Foundation / ALA Public Library Connectivity Study

- As part of a national study, a 3-member research team visited Idaho in March and held 26 interviews with librarians, state policy makers, and vendors. Their unofficial observations include: Idaho public libraries have not been recognized as players in high speed telecommunications, economic development, or emergency planning and recovery; and regardless of the connectivity they have, Idaho public libraries don’t have enough to offer what their patrons want.
- The research team has submitted its report to the Gates Foundation with recommendations for “sustainable interventions” in the area of telecommunications.  Response from the Gates Foundation is expected this fall.

Read-to-Me

- The ICFL Board submitted a budget request of $1,169,500 to substantially increase the Read-to-Me program in state FY2009-FY2010. 
- Public libraries throughout the state celebrated Family Reading Week in November 2006 with Curious George making multiple appearances and many libraries reporting standing-room only crowds. The program was actively supported by Governor and First Lady Risch.

- New First Lady Lori Otter signed on as the Summer Reading Ambassador in January 2007 and visited numerous local libraries to help read to kids. 2007 statistics are still coming in, and it appears there will be another significant increase in the number of Idaho kids attending Summer Reading programs.
Libraries Linking Idaho (LiLI) Services

- LiLI Databases (LiLI-D). The statewide LiLI Databases were re-bid and Thomson Gale was selected by an advisory group as the major vendor. The new package was available to all publicly-funded libraries on January 1, 2007.  http://www.lili.org/portal/lili-d.php
- LiLI Unlimited (LiLI-U). As of July 2007, 217 Idaho libraries were enrolled in LiLI-U, the statewide web catalog and ILL service supported by state and local funding.  A series of targeted training sessions and discounts for first time participants increased school library participation in LiLI-U to 118, a 220% increase over 2006. http://www.lili.org/portal/lili-u-login.php
- LiLI eAudioBook Collection (LiLI-ABC). Recognizing user demand throughout the state, the LiLI Steering Committee recommended that ICFL fund a 1-year LSTA demonstration project to enable library administrators to evaluate the use of a digital audiobook service. Beginning October 1, 2007 LiLI-ABC will be available through publicly funded school, academic, and public libraries. http://libraries.idaho.gov/eaudiobooks
2008 Legislative Session

Two items are working their way through the executive agency approval process for the 2008 legislative session: the ICFL budget request to expand Read-to-Me, and ICFL legislation to amend Idaho Code 33-2505 to create a digital repository for state publications.

Announcements
The Intellectual Freedom Auction is tonight at 5:30 p.m., in the Banquet room.   Please visit the vendors and thank our corporate sponsors.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynne Bidwell
ILA Secretary
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