September 28, 2007

To:  
ILA Board

From:
Julie Woodford


Advocacy Committee

Re:
September 2007 Report

This is a recap of the Northern Rockies News Service, information that was reported in detail on the January 4, 2007 report, Advocacy Tips on the ILA Website and Advocacy Speaker for the ILA conference.
A conversation held in January of 2007 with Lark Corbeil, Managing Editor of Northern Rockies News Service explained the pricing structure and news stories of Idaho Libraries during 2006.  In 2006, nine stories were reported with over 200 unique number of stations airing the stories and over 39 average number of stations airing the stories.  Northern Rockies News Service submitted a bill to the ILA for $1,750.00, a $500.00 increase from the year before.  A compromise was reached at $1,500.00, with the understanding that we should expect to pay at least $1,750.00 next year.  The ILA should also consider our organization size, as we have paid based on the lowest level of organizational budget; that of budgets under $200,000.00.  Ms. Corbeil suggested we consider the combined budgets of our participants.  There are four levels, with the top level payments, those organizations with budgets over $500,000 (multi-member coalitions), at $4,250.00.
The Advocacy Committee used its “Vote Card” to cover Children’s Issues, Education, Senior Issues, and Youth Issues on NRNS.

Advocacy Committee Member, Steve Poppino, is continuing with his popular Advocacy Tips on the ILA website.

Finally, our committee asked for and was granted budgeted funds in which we sought to provide a speaker for this year’s ILA conference.  Other ILA committees were too quick for us!  By the time we began working on a speaker, the conference openings were filled.  If the budget allows.  We will pursue a speaker for next year’s conference.

