Idaho Library Association

April 17, 2009, Executive Board Meeting

Academic and Special Libraries Division Report

On January 29, 2009, I attended the 2009 Annual Fall Conference Committee meeting at the Idaho Falls Public Library, Idaho Falls. Because of a death in the family, I was not able to attend the meeting on March 17 at the Burley Public Library, and because of a prior teaching commitment and of weather, I was not able to attend the April 14 meeting in Idaho Falls.

On April 4, however, Julie Woodford, Director, Burley Public Library, and I met in Oakley with Cassia County historian Dr. Kathleen Hedberg and Kent Severe in the morning, and I met with Marge Woodhouse in the afternoon, to finalize plans for the walking tour of the Oakley Historic District, the catered Dutch oven dinner, and the performance at the Howells Opera House planned as extra-curricular events for the late afternoon and early evening on Wednesday, September 30, during the 2009 Annual Fall Conference, Round ‘em Up in Burley, at the Best Western Inn & Convention Center, Burley, Idaho:
· Marge Woodhouse, Treasurer of the Oakley Valley Historical Association, will coordinate an outdoor walking tour—given by Robert Felman, President; by Oakley historian Kent Hale; or by Woodhouse—of both the Oakley Historic District, containing 95 buildings, on 10,620 acres, all on the National Register of Historic Places—the largest number of historical buildings per capita in the United States—and the Oakley Valley Historical Museum. The six-block tour will begin from the parking lot of the historic Howells Opera House; will proceed clockwise, eastward for two blocks on Poplar Street, southward for one block on Worthington Avenue, and westward for two blocks on Main Street, including interpretations of the exteriors and histories of the 1905 Benjamin P. Howells house (the “Castle”), the Oakley Herald printing office, the 1897 Cutler Worthington house, the Hector Haight house, and the Oakley Cooperative Mercantile Institution; and will end at the museum. Jon and Sandy Roundy have agreed to open their home, the Worthington house, for the walking tour.
· The Oakley Valley Arts Council (OVAC) will host our catered Dutch oven dinner in their new costume and props building behind the opera house, and we are welcome to provide and serve our own beer and wine.
· Kent Severe, President of the OVAC Board of Directors, will be directing “Paint Your Wagon” at the historic Howells Opera House in Oakley this summer, July 16-August 1, 2009. OVAC will do a review for ILA of highlights from the production, as well as from previous OVAC productions, combined with a guided tour of the 1907 Howells Opera House.
Respectfully submitted,
Philip A. Homan

Chair, Academic and Special Libraries Division
Idaho Library Association
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