Idaho Library Association

January 21, 2009, Executive Board Meeting

Academic and Special Libraries Division Report

On October 29, 2008, and again on January 12, 2009, I e-mailed the members of the Academic and Special Libraries Division to request ideas for pre-conferences and workshops of interest to the Division for the ILA 2009 Annual Fall Conference at the Best Western Burley Inn & Convention Center in Burley this September 30-October 3. I received two responses with four ideas and possible presenters:
· WorldCat Local federated searching for Idaho libraries (Marilyn Moody and Barbara Glackin, Boise State University)

· Digitization projects for libraries (hosted by someone at OCLC Western or BCR)

· Using the state law library (someone from Idaho State Law Library)

· Evaluating databases (Jenny Lynne Semenza, et al., Idaho State University)

I also followed up with telephone calls on several e-mails to prepare for possible special events at the conference:
· Kent Severe, President of the Oakley Valley Arts Council Board of Directors, had received my e-mail of October 29, 2008, and my request had been discussed by OVAC. Kent will be directing “Paint Your Wagon” this summer and said that OVAC could perhaps do a review for ILA of highlights from the production, as well as from previous OVAC productions, which they’ve done from time to time in the past. Combined with a guided tour of the historic Howells Opera House, an OVAC special performance and tour could last for an hour.

· Marge Woodhouse, retired Oakley High School history teacher and Treasurer of the Oakley Valley Historical Association, which runs the private, not tax- but only donation-supported Oakley Valley Historical Museum, said that the regular tour of the historic homes in the National Park Service’s Oakley Historic District is on the third Saturday of every odd year, so the next tour will be this summer on Saturday, June 20. The Oakley Historic District, at Main Street and Wilson Avenue in downtown Oakley, contains 95 buildings, on 10,620 acres, all on the National Register of Historic Places—the largest number of historical buildings per capita in the United States. Regarding my request for a special tour for the ILA conference this October, Marge said that it would be difficult to ask the residents to open their homes once again for us in October, particularly since they will have done so for the regular tour in June. One family will likely be glad to open their home, however, as they’ve done so ad hoc in the past, and they happen to have one of the nicer houses. A visit to that house and an outside tour of the Oakley Historic District could last for an hour. Several people could guide the tour: Marge herself; Robert Felman, President of the Oakley Valley Historical Association; and perhaps Kent Hale, the local expert in Oakley’s history.
· Dr. Kathleen Hedberg, M.S. from Indiana University, Bloomington, IN, and Ph.D. in history from BYU, grew up in Cassia County, has taught adult education classes at the College of Southern Idaho’s Mini-Cassia Center as an adjunct for both CSI and ISU, and is the author of two books about the history of Cassia County:

· A Flood Cannot Happen Here: The Story of Lower Goose Creek Reservoir, Oakley, Idaho, 1984 (Burley, Idaho: Magic Valley Publishers, 1993)—winner of the ILA 1993 book award
· Cassia County, Idaho: The Foundation Years (Burley, Idaho: Cassia County Commissioners, 2005)

Kathleen said that she is willing to consider giving a luncheon speech on some aspect of the history of Cassia County and giving a guided tour of Cassia County.
I also e-mailed Rena Ferguson, Conference 2009 Chair, copying Susan Tabor-Boesch, President, on November 21, 2008, reporting my conversations
Respectfully submitted,
Philip A. Homan

Chair, Academic and Special Libraries Division
Idaho Library Association
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