TO:
ILA membership & Executive Board
FROM:
Ruth Patterson Funabiki, Chair

RE:
ILA Book Award Committee

DATE:
September 17, 2008
ANNUAL REPORT  -  ILA BOOK AWARD COMMITTEE

Eight ILA members served on the ILA Book Award Committee in 2007-08.  A wide variety of interesting Idaho books were published and nominated for 2007.

Following the traditional book award procedure, a press release requesting nominations went out in late spring to LIBIDAHO and Idaho newspapers.  Committee members also received information from the Idaho Commission for Libraries and from the Albertsons Library at BSU.  After a long process, the Committee selected both an Idaho Book of the Year for 2007 and an honorable mention.  The Book of the Year author is planning to attend the awards banquet in Idaho Falls on October 2, 2008.

The ILA Book Award Committee budget of $1200.00 seems to be meeting our needs.  This year’s winner does not have far to travel, reducing our travel expenses even further.  With travel expenses reduced, I “stocked up” on a large supply of silver and gold award stickers.  Last year, the stickers were extremely popular with our winning authors and their publishers.  Just this month, I received an email from Joanna Scherer (last year’s winner), asking for information about the custom stickers.  She hopes to use our vendor to produce similar stickers for the Smithsonian!  Committee expenses for this year are expected to be within the new budgeted amount.  Probably $1200.00 is a reasonable amount for next year as well.
The 2007 award is again in the form of a “book clock” produced by Precision Engraving of Moscow, Idaho.  The ILA Book Award crest will be in a medallion on the “cover,” and the inside of the “book” contains an award plaque as well as a clock.  
The Committee size shrank during 2007.  Our current membership is seven, although 2 members have been inactive.  My recommendation is that the President and Board keep the Committee size at 7 to ensure that we have a core group of conscientious, opinionated members!  I will communicate privately with the ILA President to recommend a Chair for next year.
Respectfully submitted,

Ruth Patterson Funabiki, Chair, ILA Book Award Committee 
